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FORMER CHANCELLOR LEOPOLD FIGL APPOINTED NEW 
AUSTRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER. On November 25, former 
Austrian Chancellor Leopold Figl was appointed new Austrian 
Foreign Minister, thus replacing Dr. Karl Gruber who resigned 
on November 13. Dr. Figl assumed leadership of the Austrian 
government in the year 1945, right after the first free election 
held after the war. He was appointed head of the government 
for the second time in 1949 and for the third time in 1952. Fol- 
lowing the election of February 1953, Dr. Figl was succeeded 
by the present Chancellor, Julius Raab, and returned to his 
original position as director of the Lower Austrian section of 
the Austrian Farmers’ Association — from which he has now 
been recalled to serve in the government. 

In Dr. Figl, Austrian foreign policy will be directed by a 
man who guided the fate of the new Austria for eight years. 
Under his administration, despite quadripartite occupation and 
numerous Communist attempts at subversion, Austria became 
one of the strongest democracies in Europe and a bulwark of 
the free world at the edge of the Iron Curtain. Dr. Figl suf- 


(Cont'd. on page 2) 


DR.GRUBER RESIGNS AS AUSTRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER. 
On November 13, Austrian Foreign Minister Dr. Karl Gruber 
submitted his resignation which was accepted by Chancellor 
Julius Raab and, shortly afterward, also by President Dr. Theo- 
dor Koerner. Chancellor Raab thanked Dr. Gruber for his ser- 
vice to the country during the past eight years and expressed 
the hope that Dr. Gruber would soon be available for another 
position. 

Dr. Gruber’s resignation was preceded by the publication 
in an Austrian newspaper of sections of his book ‘‘Zwischen 
Befreiung und Frieden — Der Sonderfall Oesterreich’’ (Bet- 
ween Liberation and Peace — The Special Case of Austria) 
in which he described domestic and foreign policy develop - 
ments in Austria since 1945. Certain statements in his book 
dealing with talks in 1947 between members of the People’s 
party and Austrian Communists, who at that time were repre- 
sented in the Austrian Cabinet, had aroused criticism of the 
People’s party. As a consequence Dr. Gruber decided to re- 
sign. Dr. Gruber emphasized that it had never been his in- 
tention to attribute an unpatriotic attitude to anyone. He stat- 
ed subsequently in an interview that the aforementioned talks 
were mainly concerned with the possibility of repatriating 
Austrian P.O.W.s from the Soviet Union and were immediately 
broken off when it turned out that the Communists weremaking 
shifts in the government a prerequisite for their intervention 
with Moscow in favor of the repatriation of P.O.W.s. 


AUSTRIAN FOREIGN POLICY REMAINS UNCHANGED. 
Following the resignation of Foreign Minister Karl Gruber, 
both the Austrian people’s party and the Socialist party is- 
sued clear-cut statements to the effect that the foreign poli- 
cy which Austria has been pursuing since 1945 will remain 
unchanged. 

Speaking in Parliament in behalf of the People’s party, 
Deputy Rainer declared that his party does not have the 
slightest intention of departing from the principles of that 
foreign policy which has been carried on down to the present 
time and which is based on agreement and co-responsibility 
with the Socialist party. Undersecretary Graf, in a public 
address, also emphasized that the foreign policy line of the 
Austrian Government has always been clear and unmistakable 
and that there will be no changes in it. The People’s party 
organ, the ‘‘Neue Wiener Tageszeitung,’’ declared in an edit- 
orial: ‘‘Dr. Gruber has returned to the hands of his party the 
assignment which he received from it eight years ago. The 
person is being changed, the assignment remains the same: 
a foreign policy which brings us freedom and independence.’’ 
In its editorial on the resignation of Dr. Gruber, the ‘‘Arbei- 
ter-Zeitung,’’ the organ of the Socialist party, writes as fol- 
lows: ‘‘We Socialists will do everything possible to convince 
the world that the policy of the Austrian Government....has 
not been affected in the least. With or without Gruber, the 
Austrian Republic, in which the Socialists have a co-deter- 
mining role,...will firmly continue its policy aimed at obtain- 
ing its own freedom and defending the freedom of the entire 
world.’’ 

CHANCELLOR RAAB THANKS WORLD PRESS AND INI- 
TIATES WEEKLY AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT PRESS CON. 
FERENCE. At a luncheon organized by the Association of 
Foreign Correspondents in his honor, Austrian Chancellor 
Julius Raab pointed out in a speech that the international 
press represents a power whose occasional criticism of the 
Austrian Government is by no means considered an insult. On 
the contrary, he declared, the Austrian Government endeavors 
to draw useful conclusions from some of this criticism. In 
conclusion, the Chancellor expressed his gratitude to the for- 
eign correspondents for their support of Austria in her task 
of carrying on a century-old culture. The Chancellor also an- 
nounced that the Austrian Government will accede to the re- 
quest of the foreign correspondents for regular press confe- 
rences at the Federal Chancellery. A request to that effect 
had been submitted to the Federal Government by Kurt W.Ham- 
pe (Associated Press), the General Secretary of the Associa- 
tion of Foreign Correspondents. 
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New Foreign Minister (Continued from page 1) 


fered all the horrors of dictatorship in a concentration camp 
following the occupation of Austria by Hitler Germany in 1938 
(see biography of Dr. Figl in AUSTRIAN INFORMATION bul- 
letin, Vol. V, No. 9, of May 10, 1952). In closest collabo- 

ration with the two Austrian coalition parties, the People’s 
party (to which he himself belongs) and the Socialist party, 
he was able to ensure the internal freedom of the country and 
establish it firmly as a member of the society of free and de- 
mocratic nations. The entire free world paid him and Austria 
the highest tribute for this attitude of courage and sacrifice. 
In 1952 Dr. Figl was invited by the governments of the United 
States, Great Britain and France for official visits which made 
an important contribution to strengthening the ties between 
Austria and these nations. His thorough knowledge of the 
international situation,his strong personal ties with the states- 
men of the world and the fact that he himself for fifteen years 
led an uncompromising fight for Austria’s freedom would make 
it appear that Dr. Figl is especially qualified to lead Austria’s 
present-day foreign policy. 


A few days before this year’s elections in Austria, Dr. Figl 
described Austria’s mission in the following words: ‘‘In the 
years following World War II, Austria won the confidence of 
the entire world. The world-wide importance of our country 
lies in its geographical position on the dividing line between 
two worlds. All around us are nations which have stumbled 
into the abyss and have become enslaved. Austria, however, 
has maintained freedom at home despite four-power occupa- 
tion. What is more, the four allies are living in peace on our 
territory, in the very era of the cold war. The conclusion 
which the world draws from this is unmistakable: As longas 
Austria holds fast, there will be no catastrophe — and this 
is the mission of our country. As an outpost of Western 
culture, we not only have our own freedom to defend but, as 
so often in our history, we must preserve for the nations of 
the earth the hope of peace and the elimination of conflicts.’’ 

Dr. Figl fearlessly defied all Communist and even Soviet 
attempts to restrict Austria’s domestic liberty and freedom of 
action. When the Communists demanded a ‘‘ change in con- 
ditions’’ in their slogans, Dr. Figl answered them in a 
speech which he delivered in the Soviet zone: ‘‘All we have 
to say to you on this score is: go to your protectors and ask 
for the evacuation of our country. Demand the return to 
Austria of more than 250 of her most valuable industrial 
plants (confiscated by the Soviets — Ed.) and demand that 
we finally get our oil back!’’ 

When, at the beginning of April 1953, Dr. Fig] left his 
position as Chancellor, Austrian President Theodor Koerner 
handed hima letter which stated in part: ‘‘For more than 
seven years as Chancellor of the Austrian Republic, in the 
face of conditions making the highest demands on your cour- 
age, capacity for work and your self-denial, you have exerted 
every effort to provide a happier future for the nation which 
lay bleeding from thousands of wounds after having been 
robbed of her independence. In an understanding manner, you 
have sought out and encouraged all forces in Austria which 
desire reconstruction and you have beconre one of 
bols of the cooperation between workers, farmers and other 
citizens in our country.’’ 


VICE-CHANCELLOR SCHAERF ON SOVIET POLICY Tow. 
ARD AUSTRIA. Austrian Vice-Chancellor Adolf Schaerf, who 
went to London in mid-November to attend an internationa] 
Socialist conference, paid a twenty-minute visit to British 
Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden on November 22, in the com- 
pany of Austrian Ambassador Lothar Wimmer. 

After his talk with Mr. Eden, Dr. Schaerf declared in a 
press conference that, in his opinion, the main reason for 
Soviet unwillingness to sign the Austrian treaty is a question 
of prestige and power. In their (the Soviet’s — Ed.) opinion, 
he stated, the abandonment of the positions which they hold 
in Austria might be interpreted as the beginning of a with- 
drawal from Central Europe. Continuing, Dr. Schaerf main- 
tained that the evacuation of Austria would not weaken the 
general strategic position of the Soviets inasmuch as there 
is no obstacle to the conclusion of treaties with the satellite 
states whereby Soviet troops stationed there could remain 
even after the evacuation of Austrian territory. The Soviet 
Union desires a demilitarized and neutral Austria, declared 
Dr. Schaerf, adding that although it has never expressed this 
desire officially, it has made this known through the Austrian 
Communist party. He said that the Austrians, for their part, 
were prepared to agree not to join any military alliance but 
that they did not want to obligate themselves to assume a 
status of neutrality which would prohibit them from having 
armed forces. 


MOSCOW AGAIN UNPREPARED TO CONCLUDE STATE 
TREATY. In a new note submitted to the Western Powers on 
November 3, the Soviet Government declined the Western in- 
vitation to attend a meeting of Foreign Ministers to be held in 
Lugano. It had been planned that the Austrian state treaty 
should be concluded and the peace treaty with Germany draft- 
ed at this conference. 

In its note, the Soviet Union declares that the Austrian 
problem should be completely dropped from the agenda of any 
future four-power conferences and that ‘‘it should be examined 
through normal diplomatic channels.’’ 


REPRESENTATIVE JOSEPH W. MARTIN VISITS CHANCEL- 
LOR RAAB. As part of his present European trip, Speaker of 
the House of Representatives Joseph W. Martin also paid a 
visit to Austria. Following his arrival in Vienna, Mr. Martin 
was received by Austrian Chancellor Julius Raab for a long 
talk, in which the American Ambassador in Vienna, Llewellyn 
E. Thompson, also participated. 

During this conversation, Mr. Martin expressed his admi- 
ration for the economic resurgence of Austria and the clearly 
defined political situation in that country. Afterwards, to- 
gether with Ambassador Thompson, Mr. Martin also: paid a 
visit to Vice-Chancellor Schaerf. 


CHANCELLOR RAAB INVITED TO LONDON FOR STATE 
VISIT. Prime Minister Sir Winston Churchill and the British 
Government have sent an invitation through Sir Harold Caccia, 
the British Ambassador in Vienna, to Austrian Chancellor 
Julius Raab to pay an official visit to London. The Chancel- 
lor expressed his thanks for the invitation and said that he 
was accepting it with the greatest pleasure. He will probably 
make his visit at the beginning of February 1954. 
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YUGOSLAV STATE VISIT IN VIENNA. Koca Popovic, the 
Yugoslav Undersecretary for Foreign Affairs, paid an official 
visit of state to Vienna on November 10-11. The Undersec- 
retary was received by President Theodor Koerner, Chancel- 
lor Julius Raab and Vice-Chancellor Adolf Schaerf and con- 
ferred with Foreign Minister Karl Gruber on numerous bilat- 
eral and international problems. Both the President and the 
Chancellor gave receptions in honor of the Yugoslav state 
visitor. 

The principal questions under discussion were the regu- 
lation and expansion of Austro-Yugoslav trade and the solu- 
tion of the problem of Austrian property in Yugoslavia and 
Yugoslav property in Austria. Both nations decided to raise 
their respective diplomatic representations in Vienna and 
Belgrade to the rank of embassies. In addition, an Austro- 
Yugoslav air agreement was signed. 


SOVIETS LIFT PRE-CENSORSHIP ON AUSTRIAN RADIO 
STATIONS. The Soviet occupation authorities have informed 
Chancellor Julius Raab that, effective immediately, they were 
lifting pre-censorship of the Vienna I and Vienna II radio 
transmitters located in the Soviet zone, as well as censor- 
ship of theatres and concerts. The Soviets also promised to 
make no more propaganda broadcasts over Vienna II, although 
they proceed to make such broadcasts over Vienna I. 

Minister of Communications Karl Waldbrunner, whose de- 
partment is responsible for radio broadcasting, declared in 
this connection that the Austrian officials at both stations 
had already received orders some weeks ago to stop submit- 
ting manuscripts to the Soviets and to demand the complete 
release at least of Vienna II. He said that the Soviet deci- 
sion was merely confirmation of a fait accompli which had 
already been established by Austria. 


SOVIETS ARREST 34 AUSTRIANS BETWEEN JANUARY 
AND OCTOBER. During the first ten months of the present 
year 34 Austrians have been arrested by the Soviet occupying 
power, of whom only eight have thus far been released. In the 
case of the remaining prisoners, the Soviets have given only 
inadequate information, or no information whatever, concern- 
ing their fate. None of those arrested was tried by orderly 
procedure nor has any indication been given of the charges 
leveled against them. 

Austrian Minister of the Interior Oskar Helmer declared 
in this connection that the excesses of the Soviets in their 
zone of occupation have increased recently and that the Aus- 
trian authorities are still forbidden to take action against 
these excesses. Helmer described the present situation as 
intolerable and demanded that the occupying power agree to 
give the Austrian police authority to intervene. 


RUSSIANS STILL INTERFERE IN AUSTRIAN POLICE MAT- 
TERS. The Soviet occupation authorities are continuingto 
interfere in Austrian domestic police affairs and permission 
still has to be obtained from Russian Central Headquarters 
for the transfer of Austrian policemen within the Soviet zone. 
Only recently, the Russians again issued strict orders to the 
Austrian authorities not to make any transfers without con- 
sulting them first. In many cases the Soviets agree to new 
appointments only when they have reason to assume that the 
policeman in question will continue to comply with their 
wishes. 


QUESTION OF GERMAN ASSETS IN AUSTRIA MUST STILL 
BE STUDIED IN DETAIL. Dr. Bruno Kreisky, Undersecre- 
tary of the Austrian Foreign Ministry, in a speech to the Unit- 
ed Nations League of Graz, dealt with the question of German 
assets in Austria which, on the one hand, have been cohfis- 
cated by the Russians and, on the other, have been transferred 
to the Austrian Government by the Western Powers but are be- 
ing reclaimed by the former German owners. 

Dr. Kreisky made the following points on this subject: 

1. It still remains to be determined which Austrian assets 

and plants were transferred forcibly toGerman ownership after 
the German occupation of the country; 2. Austria’s gold and 
foreign-exchange reserves as well as the reserves of the so- 
cial welfare institutions, which alone amounted to five billion 
schillings, and the stocks of her insurance companies were 
carried off to Germany after 1938 and have not been returned; 
3. Plants which were erected on German soil during the war 
were, to a large extent, financed by heavy taxes levied on 
the Austrian people; 4. In addition, heavy war taxes were 
imposed on the Austrians for a war into which they had been 
dragged against their will; 5. At the end of the war, many of 
the German plants were bombed-out ruins or were completely 
dismantled by the occupying forces. Their worth cannot, 
therefore, be computed on the basis of their present-day value 
now that their reconstruction has been carried out by Austria. 
These and other questions would have to be clarified, the 
speaker declared, before the validity of restitution claims can 
be verified. Further on in his speech, Dr. Kreisky called for 
the early admission of Austria to the United Nations. 

ALLIED COUNCIL APPROVES AMNESTY FOR RECENT 

REPATRIATES. At the beginning of November the Executive 
Committee of the Allied Council approved the Austrian law 
granting political amnesty to the POWs who have just return- 
ed from Russia. 

This law provides that repatriates, many of whom had to 
spend up to ten and twelve years in Russian POW camps, 
should no longer be subject to the various laws punishing 
former National Socialists, since their imprisonment should 
itself be considered as having constituted due punishment. 


The law, which specifically excepts war criminals, can now 
go into effect. 


VIENNA’S SCHWECHAT AIRFIELD TO BE UNDER AUS- 
TRIAN CONTROL AFTER JAN. 1, 1954. As of January 1, 
1954, the Schwechat airfield near Vienna will be under Aus- 
trian administration. Since the end of the war the field has 
been used by the British occupying power which also opened 
it for international air traffic, although it has kept control of 
the field in its own hands until the present time. Beginning 
January 1, the Austrian authorities will take over the field 
and start immediate reconstruction of the administrative build- 
ings and warehouses, most of which were damaged in the war. 
The British authorities will retain the right to make use of 
the field. Pending construction of the International Vienna 
Airport at Deutsch-Wagram, Schwechat will be the most im- 
portant airfield serving the Austrian capital. 

NEW VIENNA-ISTANBUL-CAIRO AIR SERVICE. A new di- 
rect air service between Vienna, Istanbul and Cairo was open- 
ed by the Dutch KLM line in October. The route is being 
flown by four-engine Douglas DC-6 planes. 
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PERMANENT AUSTRIAN EXPORT EXHIBIT OPENED IN 
NEW YORK CITY. The first exhibit in a series of displays 
of Austrian export goods was opened by Mr. Alfred R. Bley- 
leben, the Austrian Trade Delegate, at 31 East 69th Street, 
New York City, on November 23. Present at the opening were 


Dr. Max Loewenthal-Chlumecky, Austrian Ambassador to the 
United States, Dr. Heinrich Calice, Austrian Consul in New 
York and representatives of the U.S. Department of Commerce 
and other official organizations. On the basis of the goods 
displayed at the exhibition, American importers will be able 
to keep up to date on the merchandise which is being offered 
by Austria. In his speech on this occasion, Mr. Bleyleben re- 
ferred first to the products on display and then dealt at length 
with the present economic situation in Austria and with Aus- 
trian export (This speech, together with further details about 
the exhibition, will be included in the next Trade Bulletin of 
AUSTRIAN INFORMATION, Vol. VI, No. 21.) 

The next speaker after Mr. Bleyleben was Austrian Am- 
bassador Loewenthal-Chlumecky, who declared: ‘‘I am happy 
to have this opportunity to add a few words to the welcome 
which our Trade Delegate has extended to you, not so much 
to comment on the present exhibition, which should be viewed 
as a kind of calling card to remind you that we are back in 
the world markets, but rather to elaborate on his remarks re- 
garding the rehabilitation of the Austrian economy. 

‘*I want you to know that we Austrians are deeply and grate- 
fully aware of the fact that Marshal] aid laid the !foundation 
of the economic recovery of our country. And when I say we 
Austrians, I mean not only the government, the administration 
and business world but also the peasants high up in our moun- 
tains and the workmen in our factories. They know that Mar- 
shall aid gave them the tools and the materials to start work- 
ing again after the devastations of the war. They know it and 
they are grateful for it— except, of course, the infinitely small 
number of Communists. They know it too, but they are not 
happy about it, because the astounding economic recovery of 
our country is a major factor in our resistance to Communism. 

“Some time ago, I read in one of your newspapers that a 
nation resents nothing more than to have to accept economic 
aid. I can assure you that this is not true for our country. Per- 
haps we are proud enough to accept assistance without blush- 
ing because we are conscious of our historical record of ser- 
vice to mankind and also of our own effort towards recovery 
after two world wars. For, it is obvious that while you gave 
us the tools, we had to do the work, and it is fair to say that 
the determined leadership of our country and the hard work and 
self-restraint of our people achieved results which only two 
years ago no one had held possible. To illustrate these re- 
sults I shall give you a few figures. Two years ago our over- 
all trade deficit amounted to some 200 million dollars a year, 
whereas in the first nine months of the current year it was 10 
million. Two years ago we were among the heaviest debtors 
in the European Payments Union. Today we are the second 
largest creditor. These figures speak for themselves and en- 
title us to state gratefully and proudly that we are on our feet 
again. But although we feel justified in rejoicing,we also know 
very well that this is not the time to relax. To a very small 
extent, we shall still need your assistance and to a very great 


extent we shall need your friendship and your good will. Most 
of all, of course, we shall have to continue to work hard and 
to maintain the results achieved and to go on to further achieve- 
ment. Nobody could have a more intimate and practical know- 
ledge of the economic facts of our country than our Chancel- 
lor Julius Raab, who was president of the Austrian Federal 

Chamber of Commerce when called to be the head of the gov- 
ernment, and his record shows that he is determined to give 
energetic leadership. The Austrian people, on the other hand, 
have shown their readiness to shoulder all kinds of hardships 
rather than upset the recovery of our country. I hope, there- 
fore, ladies and gentlemen, that we are justified in looking 
ahead with sustained optimism.’’ 


SOCIALIST CONVENTION ADOPTS PROGRAM. This year’s 
national convention of the Socialist party of Austria was held 
in Vienna recently. The convention approved the policies of 
the party leaders during the preceding period and renewed its 
adherence to the basic demands of the program thus far pur- 
sued by the Socialist party: the guaranteeing of freedom; the 
guaranteeing of work through full employment; the guarantee- 
ing of social welfare, particularly dd-age pensions; and the 
guaranteeing of hausing construction. The convention reaf- 
firmed its approval of the participation of the Socialist party 
in the Austrian coalition government which, since 1945, has 
been formed by the Austrian People’s Party and the Socialists. 
This was said to be in accord with the wishes of the Austrian 
electorate and to be the only feasible form of democratic gov- 
ernment in Austria at the present time. 

The convention also called on the people — ten years af- 
ter the Moscow Declaration of the Big Powers on the indepen- 
dence of Austria — not to weaken in their fight for the fulfil- 
ment of this unkept promise, and demanded that the Govern- 
ment continue to strive in every possible way to obtain astate 
treaty and the evacuation of Austria by all occupying powers. 
The convention exhorted the workers not to slacken in the de- 
termined opposition which they have shown all along to the 
Communist threat and not to take the wrongs perpetrated 
against.Austria as a matter of course. Vice-Chancellor Schaerf 
after being reelected party chairman, delivered a long address 
in favor of cooperation, reconstruction and democratic socia- 
lism. 


FAR REACHING LIBERALIZATION LEADS TO 25-MILLION 
DOLLAR INCREASE IN AUSTRIA’S E.P.U. CREDIT 
QUOTA. Complying with an Austrian request, the Council of 
the Organization for European Economic Cooperation (OEKEC) 
has approved a 25-million-dollar increase in the Austrian 
credit quota with the European Payments Union (EPU). 

This decision was reached after an Austrian delegation 
in Paris had carried on extensive discussions with the EPU 
Directorate. Within the framework of this new quota Austria 
will be compensated in gold and dollars for her expected 
surpluses in the EPU, while an additional 50 per cent will 
be credited to the EPU by Austria. This favorable decision 
for Austria was reached because she has undertaken to 
liberalize 50 percent of her trade with OEEC member coun- 
tries as of January 1, 1954, and to carry out still other 
liberalization measures in connection with invisible trans- 
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actions, particularly in the tourist trade, even before this 
date. 

This new agreement became necessary when Austria’s 
assets with the EPU exceeded by four million dollars the 
hitherto authorized credit ceiling of 70 million dollars. This 
extraordinary economic achievement has made Austria one of 
the EPU’s leading creditor nations. 


AUSTRIAN FOREIGN TRADE BREAKS ALL PREVIOUS 
RECORDS. In an interview with the ‘‘Sonderdienst Oester- 
reich’’ (Austrian Special News Service)on the latest develop- 
ments in Austria’s foreign trade, Minister of Commerce Dr. 
Udo Illig revealed that exports during August 1953, valued at 
1,208 million schillings, had broken all previous records and 
represented the highest export volume since the founding of 
the Republic. As early as February of this year the value of 
Austrian exports had amounted to only 808 million schillings. 
Lumber exports, which totalled 122 million schillings in 
February, rose to 256 million in July 1953. 

The Minister explained this sudden recovery of Austrian 
export trade in terms of the numerous economic measures 
adopted by the Austrian government during the present year. 
‘‘In order to achieve such results,’’ declared Dr. Illig, ‘‘it 
was necessary first of all to stabilize the currency and then 
to establish unified and realistic foreign exchange rates. The 
prerequisite for all this, however, .was the consistent execu- 
tion of the financial program advised by Austrian Finance 
Minister Kamitz.’’ On the subjects of export promotion and 
state control over exports, Dr. Illig maintained that the best 
conceivable solution was for the state to refrain completely 
from interfering with the economy. Although this is not pos- 
sible everywhere in the world at the present time, he de- 
clared, the sole aim of the state should be to assist the 
economy so that it can compete in the world market on a 
sounder basis. 
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NEW AUSTRIAN TAX LAW PROVIDES FOR TAX REDUC- 
TION AS OF JANUARY 1, 1954. The Austrian Ministry of 
Finance has completed the draft of a new Tax Simplification 
Law and hopes to be able to submit it to Parliament early 
enough to enable the new tax rates to go into effect as of Jan- 
uary 1, 1954. 

The law has two aims: 1. Simplification of the tax struc- 
ture, which has become very complicated as a result of innu- 
merable 2mergency and special laws, and 2. Reduction of 
taxes and levelling off of the tax progression, thereby promot- 
ing increased productivity and the creation of new jobs. Un- 
der this law, the tax-free limit for all incomes has been con- 
siderably raised and the sharply rising tax progression pro- 
vided for in current legislation has been considerably reduc- 
ed. Application of the new law is expected to reawaken the 
desire to work harder in order to earn more and it is hoped 
that firms which have been freed of a heavy tax burden will 
expand their plants and create new jobs. It is envisaged that 
the entire economic system will thereby be given a new im- 
pulse and that the reduction in tax revenue will be made up 
for by increased production and consumption. 


CREDITANSTALT BANK WILL SELL SHARES TO PUBLIC. 
Speaking at the opening of the 1953-54 winter semester of 
the ‘‘Creditanstalt Bank Lecture Program,’’ at which younger 
employees of the bank are given additional training, General 
Director Joham discussed the development of Austrian credit 


institutes during recent decades and pointed out that the 
elimination of the gold standard in the thirties had made 


completely new banking techniques necessary. He described 
the present-day European Payments Union as one of the most 
representative of these new methods. 


One of the consequences of this transformation, however, 
had been a change in the very nature of banking, said Dr. 
Joham, pointing out that banks of issue had necessarily 


developed into business banks, that interest was no longer a 
regulating factor and that the state had granted present-day 


banks authority which is particularly consonant with quali- - 


tative and quantitative credit regulations. 


The intermittently widespread caution of the public to- 
ward investing in the capital market and its preference for 
savings accounts over securities, Dr. Joham continued, has 
necessarily led the banks to take greater interest in under- 


writing new issues. Recalling, on the other hand, that under 
certain capital market conditions, e.g. in the period of 1936- 


38, the banks did not hesitate to make their own stocks 
available to the capital market, he declared: ‘‘It is self- 


evident that as soon as similar conditions again prevail, i.e. 


as soon as there is again a capital market which offers a 


guarantee that the shares will fall into good and solid hands, 
the Creditanstalt Bank will again offer the main portion of 


its portfolio to the public.’’ 


INTEREST RATE FOR SAVINGS ACCOUNTS LOWERED. 
Following the recent lowering of the Austriam bank rate from 
5% to 4%, the interest rate for savings accounts was reduced 
by 4%, effective October 19. The interest rates are as fol- 
lows: for accounts from which up to 5,000 schillings may be 
withdrawn monthly without notice, 3.5%; with six months’ no- 
tice, 4%; with 12 months’ notice, 4.5%. 


OPENING OF NEW COLD-ROLLING MILL MARKS CONCLU- 
SION OF LINZ IRON AND STEEL WORKS EXPANSION. A 
new cold-rolling mill was recently placed in operation at the 
Iron and Steel Works in Linz, Upper Austria, marking the tem- 
porary conclusion of the reconstruction and expansion of Aus- 
tria’s largest steel plant, which in 1945 was still in ruins. 

During 1952, the plant exported approximately one billion 
schillings’ worth of products. This figure will be considerab 
ly higher in 1953. Henceforth, the new cold-rolling mill will 

not only take care of all domestic Austrian sheet-metal requi- 
rements, but it will also be able to export a considerable por- 

tion of its production. Thus far, some 800 million schillings 

have been invested in the expansion of the Linz plant: of 

these, approximately 400 million schillings came from ERP 

funds. The new rolling mill required a total outlay of 122 mil- 
lion schillings, of which only 15 million had to be obtained 

from ERP funds. 

Minister of Nationalized Enterprises Karl Waldbrunner de- 
clared on the occasion of the opening of the new mill: ‘‘We 
always have new occasions on which to be grateful to the 
American people and their representatives in Austria for their 
extraordinary aid which made it possible to build such plants.’’ 
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AUSTRIAN ALUMINUM OUTPUT TO BE INCREASED. The 
Aluminum Works at Ranshofen, Upper Austria, is planning to 
increase its output this winter by putting a third set of fur- 
naces into operation and using additional imported electric 
power to make more economical use of existing plant capaci- 
ty. The plant, which has a total annual capacity of 50,000 
tons, has thus far produced 35,000 tons during 1953. It hopes 
to reach an output of 40,000 tons of crude aluminum in 1954. 
About 50 percent of the plant’s output is exported. 


R. F. MATTESICH APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVE OF AUS- 
TRIAN SKI ASSOCIATION. The Austrian Ski Association has 
appointed Mr. R. F. Mattesich, the director of the Austrian 
Tourist Department in New York, as their representative in 
North America. Mr. Mattesich has been closely connected 
with the Austrian and American Ski Associations for several 
decades and is in close contact with Austrian and American 


skiers. 





CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


WINTER PROGRAM OF VIENNA STATE OPERA INCLUDES 
53 OPERAS AND SIX BALLETS. The Vienna State Opera 
has now announced its winter program for the 1953-54 season, 
which includes the record number of 53 operas and six ballets, 
six of them new productions. 

The following productions will be new: Beethoven’s ‘‘Fi- 
delio,’’ Verdi’s ‘‘Un Ballo in Maschera,’’ Richard Strauss’ ‘‘In- 
termezzo,’’ Donizetti’s ‘‘L’Elisir d’Amore,’’ Haendel’s ‘Julius 
Caesar’ and ‘‘Ballet Evening.’’ In the regular repertory are the 
following operas: Gluck’s ‘‘Alceste,’’ Pfitzner’s ‘‘Palestrina’’ 
and ‘‘Das Christelflein,’’ Mozart’s ‘‘Cosi fan tutte,’’ ‘‘The 
Magic Flute,’’ ‘‘The Marriage of Figaro,’’ ‘‘Don Giovanni’’ 
and ‘‘The Abduction from the Seraglio,’’ Verdi’s ‘‘Aida,’’ 
‘‘Othello,’’ ‘‘Rigoletto,’’ ‘‘La Traviata,’’ ‘‘Falstaff,’’ ‘‘Il Tro- 
vatore’’ and ‘‘Simon Boccanegra,’’ Bizet’s ‘‘Carmen,’’ Mas- 
senet’s ‘‘Manon,’’ Wagner’s ‘‘Die Meistersinger von Nuern- 
berg,’’ ‘‘Tristan und Isolde,’’ ‘‘Die Walkuere,’’ ‘‘The Flying 
Dutchman’’ and ‘‘Lohengrin,’’ Richard Strauss’ ‘‘Salome,’’ 
‘‘Der Rosenkavalier,’’ ‘‘Elektra,’’ ‘‘Ariadne auf Naxos,’’ 
‘*‘Daphne,’’ ‘‘Capriccio,’’ ‘‘Die Liebe der Danae’’ and ‘‘Ara- 
bella,’’ Auber’s ‘‘Fra Diavolo,’’ Offenbach’s ‘‘Tales of Hoff- 
mann,’’ Borodin’s ‘‘Prince Igor,’’ Tschaikovsky’s ‘‘Pique 
Dame’’ and ‘‘Eugen Onegin,’’ Salmhofer’s ‘‘Ivan Tarassenko,”’ 
Puccini’s ‘‘Turandot,’’ ‘‘Tosca’’ and ‘‘La Boheme,’’ Mus- 
sorgsky’s ‘*Boris Godunov,’’ Flotow’s ‘‘Martha,’’ Honegger’s 
**Joan of Arc at the Stake,’’ Menotti’s ‘‘The Consul,’’ Berg’s 
‘‘Wozzeck,’’ Stravinsky’s ‘‘The Rake’s Progress,’’ and Von 
Einem’s ‘‘The Trial.’’ The regular ballets are as follows: 
Gluck’s ‘‘Don Juan,’’ Richard Strauss’ ‘‘Die Josefslegende,’’ 
Stravinsky’s ‘‘Firebird,’’ Theodor Berger’s ‘‘Homerische Sym- 
phonie,’’ Werner Egk’s ‘‘Abraxas’’and Maurice Ravel’s ‘‘Daph- 
nis and Chloe.’’ 


VIENNA PHILHARMONIC TO GIVE NINE CONCERTS THIS 
SEASON. The Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, which partici- 
pated in the Edinburgh Festival during September and then 
made a very successful tour of Germany and Switzerland, re- 


cently announced its plans for the 1953-54 concert season. 
Nine concerts at the Musikvereinsaal, each with a repeat per- 
formance, are scheduled for the season, which ends in April 
1954. Wilhelm Furtwaengler, Clemens Kraus and Hans Knap- 
pertsbusch will conduct two concerts each, and Karl Boehm, 
Rafael Kubelik and Mario Rossi one each. The traditional 
Nikolai Concert, given annually in honor of the founder of the 
orchestra, Otto Nikolai (1810-1849), will take place on April 
10 and 11, 1954, under the direction of Wilhelm Furtwaengler. 
On this occasion the orchestra will perform Anton Bruckner’s 
Eighth Symphony, in commemoration of the 130th anniversary 
of the composer’s birth. 


VIENNA THEATRES PRESENT INTERNATIONAL REPER- 
TORY. During the coming winter season Vienna’s theatres 
will offer a program which is international both from the point 
of view of the authors represented and of the directors in- 
volved. The Vienna Burgtheater is including two new plays 
in its repertory: ‘‘Pyrrhus and Andromache’’ by Ferdinand 
Bruckner and ‘‘The Apple Chart,’’ by G. B. Shaw, with Josef 
Gielen and Ernst Lothar as respective directors. Ulrich Bet- 
tac isstagingE. de Philippo’s ‘‘Philomena Maturana’’ at the 
Akademietheater, while Rudolf Steinboek is preparing Max 
Mell’s ‘*Das Nachfolge-Christi-Spiel’’ at the Theater in der 
Josefstadt. The Swiss director Werner Kraut is producing 
the comedy ‘‘Warum nicht heiraten meine Herren?’’ by the 
Austrian writer Hans Schubert at the ‘‘Kammerspiele.’’ The 
Volkstheater is planning two new plays: ‘‘La cuisine des 
anges’’ by Albert Husson and ‘‘Marchands de gloire’’ by 
Marcel Pagnol. The following presentations are being plan- 
ned by Vienna’s small experimental theatres: Theater am 
Parkring: ‘‘En attendant Godot’’ by Samuel Becket, ‘‘Le cha- 
teau de sable’’ by Gabriel Marcel and ‘‘Die Unbekannte aus 
der Seine’’ by the Austrian author Oedoen von Horvath; Das 
Theater der Courage: one-act plays by Tennessee Williams 
(‘‘Leaveless Road’’), Sean O’Casey and Lucille Fletcher; 
Das Theater im Palais Esterhazy: ‘‘Barca sin pescador’’ by 
Alessandro Casona’’ and the one-act play ‘‘Divergence’’ by 
the Egyptian author Bishr Fares. 


NEW ORCHESTRA ESTABLISHED IN VIENNA. The young 
conductor, Meinhard J. Winkler, a student of Clemens Kraus, 


has founded a new orchestra in Vienna, to be known as the 
‘*Pro-Arte Orchestra’’ and to be made up of members of other 
orchestras whose reputation is already established. The new 
orchestra will fill the gap existing in Vienna’s musical life 
between the big orchestral associations and the chamber or- 
chestras. The Pro-Arte Orchestra has scheduled six con- 
certs for the current season, the first of which was held on 
November 8. The orchestra will devote its attention mainly 
to musical literature which has thus far been neglected by the 
larger and smaller orchestras. Among the works listed for 
performance are Rudi Stephan’s ‘‘Musik fuer sieben Streich- 
instrumente,’’ Frank Martin’s ‘‘Petite symphonie concertante’’ 
and Arnold Schoenberg’s ‘‘Verklaerte Nacht.’’ 
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LOAN IS FLOATED FOR RECONSTRUCTION OF STATE 
OPERA HOUSE. In order to ensure the reconstruction of the 
famous Vienna opera house, the Austrian Ministry of Finance 


has now floated a domestic loan, the first instalment of which, 
covering the year 1953, amounts to 35 million schillings. Aus- 
trian credit institutions have prefinanced the loan to the ex- 


tent of 100 million schillings. Interest on the bonds will be 
computed semi-annually at approximately 7% per annum of the 
face value. 


ties Market. 


NEW EXPERIMENTAL THEATRE OPENS IN VIENNA. ‘‘Die 
Tribuene,’’ a new, small-scale experimental theatre, will open 
in Vienna shortly. It plans to specialize in the production of 
still unperformed plays by young Austrian authors and to em- 
bark upon other theatrical experiments. The first play to be 
given is ‘‘Der Tanz im zerbrochenen Himmel’’ by F. Kauf- 
mann, which was awarded first prize by the Austrian UNESCO 
Commission last year. The theatre is being subsidized by 
the Austrian Ministry of Education. 


SALZBURG FESTIVAL PLANS FOR 1954. The plans for the 
Salzburg Festival season of 1954 are already being worked 
out. Thus far, it has been decided that the repertory will in- 
clude the new opera by the Swiss composer Rolf Liebermann, 
‘*Penelope,’’ which will be given its world premiere at the 
Festival. In addition, there will be a new production of Carl 
Maria von Weber’s ‘‘Freischuetz’’ under the musical direction 
of Wilhelm Furtwaengler. The two Mozart operas, ‘‘Don Gio- 
vanni’’ and ‘‘Cosi fan tutte,’’ which were performed in the 
Felsenreitschule and in the Residence Theater in 1953, will 
be kept on the program without any changes. 


VIENNA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA TOURING WESTERN 
EUROPE. The Vienna Symphony Orchestra has begun its 
fall tour under the direction of Herbert von Karajan. Its pro- 
grams, which include music by the classical and modern mas- 
ters (Mozart, Beethoven, Brahms, Tschaikovsky, Strauss and 
Ravel), will be performed in the following cities: Munich, 
Duesseldorf, Essen, Viersen, Wuppertal (Western Germany), 
Liege, Bruges, Brussels, Antwerp (Belgium), Paris (France), 
Fribourg, Basle, Geneva and Zurich (Switzerland). 


FATHER OESTERREICHER APPOINTED DIRECTOR AT 

SETON HALL UNIVERSITY. Father John M. Oesterreicher, 
Austrian-born ecumenical scholar and author of ‘‘Walls are 
Crumbling,’’ has been appointed Director of the Institute of 
Judaeo-Christian Studies at Seton Hall University, Newark, 
New Jersey. He delivered the Inaugural Institute Lecture, en- 
titled ‘‘Why Judaeo-Christian Studies?’’ recently in the 
presence of Archbishop Boland of Newark and Monsignor Mc- 
Nulty, President of the University, and before an audience of 
700 clergymen and laymen, both Christian and Jewish. Father 
Oesterreicher recently translated, prefaced and annotated the 
book ‘‘To See Peter,’’ in which Dr. Richard Baumann, a Luth- 
eran minister, revaluates the Reformation and the position of 
the Pope in Christendom. 


The loan is safe for trust fund investment and 
is acceptable as collateral by the National Bank. Request 
has already been made for its quotation on the Vienna Securi- 


PRIZES AWARDED FOR AUSTRIAN TRANSLATIONS OF 
AMERICAN BOOKS. Dr. E. Wilder Spaulding, the Cultural 
Attache of the American Embassy in Vienna, awarded cash 
prizes to three Austrians on October 8 for their excellent 
translations of American books. 

The first prize, amounting to 5,000 schillings, was re- 
ceived by Professor Othmar Anderle of Eisenerz for his 
translation of the philosophical work by Professor Sorokin, 
‘*Social Philosophies of an Age of Crisis.’’ The second prize 
of 3,000 schilling was awarded to Mrs. Caillaud 
of 3,000 schillings was awarded to Mrs. Marion Caillaud of 
Vienna for her translation of John Maurice Clark’s ‘‘Alterna- 
tive to Serfdom.’’ The third special youth prize of 2,000 schil- 
lings went to J. N. Lorenz for the translation of ‘‘Everyday 
Weather and How it Works,’’ by Hermann Schneider. 


AUSTRIAN EXCHANGE STUDENT WINS AMERICAN ESSAY 
CONTEST. The Austrian exchange student, Lieselotte Ne- 
weklow, studying at the Grand Rapids High School in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, was the winner in an essay contest spon- 
sored by the Land Office on the subject of ‘‘My responsibili- 
ties under the Bill of Rights.’’A total of 1,500 of the school’s 
students participated in this contest. The attendance of 17- 
year Lieselotte Neweklow at the Grand Rapids school was 
made possible by the Michigan Council of Churches. She 
will study in the United States for one year. 


NEW TYPE OF ART EXHIBIT IN VIENNA SEZESSION. For 
the first time, the Vienna Sezession art gallery is using new 
methods of display. In the future, all exhibits will not only 
be combined with lectures and public discussion periods but 
the actual presentation of paintings and sculptures will be 
carried out in a completely novel manner. One Of the first 
attempts in this direction was undertaken in connection with 
the present exhibit of drawings by Hans Boehlers, which the 
artist conceived as decorations for a New York bar and com- 
pleted in New York. As was appropriate for this theme, a 
room resembling a bar was built in the gallery, where the pic- 
tures were hung in a manner befitting their original purpose. 
Even the ubiquitous juke-box music has been provided, to lend 
the appropriate acoustical atmosphere. It is intended, how- 
ever, that even ‘‘normal’’ pictures shall in the future be shown 
in the frame of reference which they will ultimately have when 
they become part of a private collection. 

Simoultaneously with the Boehler display, the Sezession 
is also featuring a group exhibit of works by Graz and Carin- 
thia painters. In the latter group, pictures by Professors Ru- 
dolf Szyszkowitz and Werner Augustiner have attracted par- 
ticular attention. 


40,000 ATTEND WALDMUELLER EXHIBITION IN SALZ- 

BURG. A total of 40,000 persons visited the Ferdinand Wald- 
mueller Exhibition which was held in Salzburg during the 1953 
Festival season. The exhibit included the painting ‘‘Fami- 
lienunglueck,’’ which had been in the possession of the Nazi 
leader Martin Bormann, who disappeared under mysterious 

circumstances. 
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HANS MAKART EXHIBITION TO BE HELD DURING 1954 
SALZBURG FESTIVAL. An exhibition entitled ‘‘Hans Ma- 
kart and his Times,’’ featuring outstanding works by Hans 
Makart (1840-1884), the most representative Austrian painter 
of the Victorian era, will be held in the Salzburg Residenz 
Palace - in which Makart was born - from July 1 to September 
30, 1954. The exhibition will also include paintings by a 
The Residenz Palace will also present a comprehensive dis- 
play’ of the works of the Salzburg Baroque painte: Johann 
Michael Rottmayr (1660—1730), in commemoration of the 300th 
anniversary of his birth. 


VON EINEM COMPOSING FOR SCHNEIDERHAN DUET. Gott- 
fried von Einem, the composer of the opera ‘‘The Trial,’’ is 
now writing a concerto for two violins, piano and orchestra 
for the two famous Viennese violonists Wolfgang Schneiderhan 
and Hans Bohnenstingl, who make up the Schneiderhan Duet. 
The first performance of the concerto will be presented in 
Bremen, with Siegfried Golisch conducting. The composer 
has granted exclusive performing rights to the Schneiderhan 
Duet. 


SIXTH AUSTRIAN BOOK WEEK SHOWS ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
IN PUBLICATION FIELD. The Sixth Austrian Book Week is 
being celebrated from November 22 to 29 in all the major cities 
of Austria. As part of this event, which presents a picture of 
the accomplishments in the Austrian publication field and a 
graphic survey of the output during the year 1953, a series of 
big book exhibitions, readings by authors and lectures will 
be held throughout Austria. 


UNDERWATER MASSAGE SUCCESSFUL AGAINST INF AN- 
TILE PARALYSIS AT AUSTRIA'S SCHALLERBACH 
HEALTH RESORT. At the Poliomyelitis Congress which 
took place in Rome from October 13 to 17, Dr. Eduard Sprit- 
zendorfer, a physician at the Austrian sulphur-iodide spa of 
Bad Schellerbach, reported on a novel and successful treat- 
ment of infantile paralysis. In the year 1953 alone, Dr. 
Spritzendorfer has thus far treated 166 cases of infantile 
paralysis by means of underwater massage. The patients 
represented all age groups. The successes which have been 
achieved at Bad Schellerbach through this method have in- 
duced the Austrian Red Cross and the provincial government 
of Upper Austria to establish a children’s hospital with 50 
beds at Bad Schallerbach, reserved exclusively for cases of 
infantile paralysis. In addition, the spa management is mak- 
ing available a second underwater gymnastic pool, as well 
as a calisthenics hall and 24 additional beds. Bad Schaller- 
bach has thus become one of the most important sanatoriums 
for infantile paralysis. 


GRAZ HAS ONE OF EUROPE’S LARGEST OPERA HOUSES. 
One of the largest opera houses in Europe is that of the Aus- 
trian city of Graz in Styria. After being completely renovated 
and modernized this summer, it has now been reopened to the 
public. It has 1,400 seats and room for 300 standees. It is 
equipped with the most modern lighting equipment, loud-speak- 
ers and a radio control room. The cost of renovation was 3.5 
million schillings. The house opened with a new and com- 
pletely ‘‘de-romanticized’’ production of Carl Maria v. Weber’s 
‘‘Freischuetz’’ which was received enthusiastically both by 
the public and the critics. 
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